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What Is Research Misconduct?
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Making up data or research results, etc.
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Manipulating research materials, equipment,

or processes to change data or results obtained
from research activities.
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Appropriating the ideas, analyses, analytical
methods, data, research results, research paper(s),
or words of other researchers without obtaining
the permission of the researchers or giving
appropriate credit.
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MEXT Guidelines for Responding to Misconduct in Research defines FFP (Fabrication,
Falsification and Plagiarism) as especially grave research misconduct. However, it does
not condone other forms of misconduct. Internationally speaking, research
misconduct is not limited to FFP; rather, the trend is toward questioning increasingly
more deviant behaviors.
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Such practices as duplicate submission and inappropriate authorship are included
within the definition of “research misconduct” in some nations and research
institutions, so one must be careful regarding questionable research practices.
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Examples of Improper Use of Public Research Funds
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Impropriety through fictitious orders
and deposits
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The practice of depositing money with a supplier

for a fictitious order using the deposited money
for improper purposes.
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Impropriety through fictitious labor costs
(honoraria)
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The practice of logging more hours than

collaborators actually work and using the excess
wages for improper purposes.
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Impropriety through fictitious travel and
transportation expenses
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The practice of charging research funds in

an amount more than the costs, and using
the over-charged for improper purposes.
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Organizations such as MEXT that provide public research funds establish their own rules to ensure that their public research funds are appropriately used at the receiving research
institutions. In addition, there are rules established by research institutions themselves based on their nature and scale. Both of these rule sets must be followed when conducting

research using public research funds.




